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She Degoi^aifoi^ and Fui^nishei^. 



[September, 1884. 



THE AMERICAN EXHIBITION 

(LONDON, 1880) 

OF THE 

ARTS, MANUFACTURES, PRODUCTS AND RESOURCES 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 



By Mme. A. Lk Prince. 



The above scheme is so rapidly gaining ground 
and favor in America and England, a short 
account of its rise, progress, and present extension 
may be of service to the readers of The Decora- 
tor and Furnisher. 

The remarkable success in London of the 
Fisheries Exhibition, and a proposed Colonial 
Exhibition to be held in London in 188G, gave rise 
to the idea and has fixed its epoch. The influx of 
foreign visitors at this time will materially assist 
in spreading a knowledge of American products, 
and, we believe, awaken a demand in foreign 
markets that may largely increase American ex- 
ports. 

It is fully time that the rapid strides made by 
American manufacture, invention, art, and com- 
merce, should be fittingly represented abroad by 
some such measure, and the promoters of the 
scheme could scarcely have chosen a more fitting 
moment than that of a gathering of the Colonies 
in this capital of the 
mother country, and if 
the matter is taken up 
with the usual vigor and 
enthusiasm of American 
enterprise, we do not 
fear the result of good 
natured rivalry with this 
Colonial Exhibition. 

If it is true that 
English and other Eu- 
ropean styles are the 
" fashion " in America, 
it is no less true that a 
growing tendency exists 
abroad towards the 
adoption of America's 
"advanced" ideas and 
inventions, and the in- 
terest and curiosity 
which under good lead- 
ership are likely to be 
excited, will, it is confi- 
dently expected, make of 
this American Exhibi- 
tion in London, a bril- 
liant success. 

Socially, the idea is 
already adopted by the 
elite of English society. 
A "Council of Welcome" 
is already forming, and 
if one may judge by the 
names on its list and the 
number and tone of let- 
ters received, cordial and 
widespread hospitality 
will not be lacking. The 
London season of 1S8gJ 
bids fair to be one ot 
exceptional gayety. 

We understand that a well-known American 
regiment, accompanied by its band of skilled 
musicians, will also be welcomed by London 
society on its visit to this exhibition, its reception 
to coincide with the Wimbledon meeting. 

English free masons are preparing to offer the 
right hand of fellowship (or its masonic equiv- 
alent) to their American brethren. 

An American Fire Engine Corps, and members 
of many other representative organizations, will 
also visit London during the exhibition. 

Respecting the scale on which this important 
enterprise will be conducted, and the "form" it 
will take, we are permitted to quote from the 
draft of a circular that will shortly be issued : 

"The United States Government, the Governors 
of several States and Territories, the Consul- 
General in London, the great Civic and Commer- 
cial Corporations, and a large number of distin- 
guished and eminent citizens, including many of 
the largest American manufacturers, merchants, 
and producers (o00 of whom have already applied 
for 50.000 square feet of space) having expressed 
approval, a complete representation will be given 
of the arts, manufactures, employments, and pro- 
ductions of America. 

"The advantages of such an exhibition are 
manifold, in that the friendly relations of the two 
countries will be strengthened. American invent- 
ors and manufacturers will have for the first time 
an opportunity to present the many improvements 
made during the past half century, while visitors 



to the exhibition from all parts of Europe will 
carry away with them as souvenirs, samples of 
American handiwork. 

"Such an exhibition, the first of its kind in the 
world, will doubtlessly attract as many visitors as 
the Fisheries Exhibition of 1883, and the Health 
Exhibition now open in London, and in no better 
or more economical way can the great advantages 
of the United States be presented to the old 
world. It must be borne in mind that there will 
be in London at this period a large transitory 
population representing all parts of the world, 
who will, by means of the proposed exhibition, 
have an opportunity of examining American 
manufactures, and introducing them into their 
several countries. In like manner the attention of 
foreign capital will be attracted to the great rail- 
way and mining interests of the United States. 
Interest in the American Exhibition is still further 
increased by the fact that a Colonial Exhibition 
will be held in London in 1880, so that there will 
be a friendly rivalry on the part of Australia, 
Canada, and India with the United States. This 
new feature in London life will contribute many 
thousands of visitors to the large number expected 
in 188G." 

Among assurances of aid and promises received 
may be cited, that "the United States Govern- 
ment will send a unique collection representing 
the Treasury Department of Engraving and Print- 
ing, the drawings of the Coast Survey, models and 




COUNCIL EOOM IN THE PALACE AT MOSCOW. 

lights (gas, oil, and electric) of the Light-house 
Board, the varied apparatus of Life-saving Ser- 
vices, the weights, measures, and delicate and in- 
genious chemical and mechanical gauges of the 
Customs and Inland Revenue Department. From 
the War Department are expected torpedoes, 
models and methods of submarine mining, outfits 
and appurtenances of military engineer field ser- 
vice, also every variety of artillery, rifles, and 
small arms generally. From the Navy Depart- 
ment, models of iron-clads, etc. The Department 
of Agriculture will show examples of the maize, 
wheat, cotton, the flocks and herds, of the great 
Republic, and of the methods employed in raising 
and improving them." 

The Society of American Taxidermists will be 
invited to contribute birds of brilliant plumage, 
mammals from the grizzly bear of the Rocky 
Mountains downwards, and reptiles, while in 
another department the visitor may learn the 
taste of canvass-back ducks or terrapin soup. The 
Bureau of Education will afford illustrations of 
the methods of public and mixed schools, whilst 
the Manufacturing Department of the exhibition 
will comprise the development in every branch, of 
the inventive genius of the United States, and so 
far as possible present the various processes in 
working order by aid of electricity, steam, gas, or 
hydraulic power. A separate or artizans 1 hall will 
be devoted to the handicrafts pursued by white, 
Chinese, Indian and Negro men and girls. 

It is proposed to arrange the entrance hall so 



that the European visitor shall, as it were, com- 
mence his visit to North America from the 
harbor of New York, with models of the Bartholdi 
Statue of Liberty and other striking features of 
the eastern entry to the United States around 
him. He will then pass collections illustrating the 
wealth and civilization of the several States, from 
East to West, from North to South— through the 
various States across the continent to San Fran- 
cisco—from the Atlantic to the Pacific seaboards ; 
the agricultural, pastoral, forest, and mining 
States being illustrated by paintings, plans, and 
prod ucts. 

Neither will the characteristic amusements of 
the American people be forgotten. 

At an American theatre performances will be 
given by American actors, and by the negro 
singers who keep alive reminiscences of plantation 
life and minstrelsy. Various phases of American 
life will be represented in the exhibition, from a 
broker's office in Wall Street to the camp fires of 
Nevada; a Californian wine shop; Florida fruit 
stores ; Indian canoe makers and mat weavers ; ice 
drinking pavilions and bars; restaurants, the prod- 
ucts of the Eastern and Pacific coasts and the 
Northern and Southern States, characteristically 
prepared and served by white and colored male 
and female cooks and waiters. 

There will be a Press Pavilion; an Atlantic 
Cable Office; an Electrical Elevated Railway, and 
reproductions of the facades and interiors of_ re- 
markable hotels [and 
public buildings. 

American artists in 
Eu rope and America 
have undertaken to fur- 
nish the Fine Art Gal- 
leries, one specialty to 
be a collection of por- 
traits of the most prom- 
inent personages, — sol- 
diers, preachers, writers, 
bankers, merchants, law- 
yers, politicians, actors, 
of the United States. 

Eminent artists and 
impressarios have offered 
valuable advice and 
counsel as to the man- 
agement of the Art De- 
partment, the Theatre, 
and the Concert-room. 

The regulations for 
exhibitors are of a rea- 
sonable kind, and the 
"medals in gold, silver 
and bronze," together 
with diplomas of honor, 
will be awarded on the 
recommendation of 
juries composed of emi- 
nent Americans and Eng- 
lishmen in each profess- 
ion, trade, and branch 
of manufacture repre- 
sented. 

We trust they may, 

and that a considerable 

portion of them will fall 

to the lot of "Decora- 

*' tors and Furnishers," if 

they "carry their colors 

bravely" in this 19th century tournament, and 

field of the cloth of gold ; and we do not doubt 

they will. 



A row of houses recently finished in an 
English village struck me as being quite neat and 
artistic for modest dwellings, though they owed 
much to the charming little grass plots and the 
ever-present flowers and vines. They were of 
cottage size, only two stories high, but were built 
of cream colored brick with a basement of yellow- 
brown stone and window arches, and longitudinal 
lines of red and yellow brown brick. The roofs 
were of slate and of the picturesque red tile so 
much in vogue in England, and between the 
upper and lower windows were square and oblong 
panels of terra cotta, figured with fruit, flowers 
and vines. The arches and lintels of the doors 
were also wrought and molded with similar 
designs and half concealed by rich vines and 
flowers. 



For gas or electric light one of the richest 
and most glowing and jewel-like in effect in plush 
is copper color ; capucine is also lovely, and golden 
bronze terra cottas light up exquisitely ; ciel blue 
is effective. 



Rattan and willow rocking chairs are still in 
favor ; many have a center piece of embossed 
plush or velvet on the back. 



